Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 038952 TOSEC 020156 

ORIGIN PRS-OI 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 SS-I5 SSO-00 CCO-00 /027 R 

DRAFTED BY S/PRS:JMORDWAY:AVW 
APPROVED BY S/PRS:JMORDWAY 
S/S - MR. GAMBLE 

I9200I 114993/41 

P R 191949Z FEB 77 ZEF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

UNCLAS STATE 038952 TOSEC 020156 

FOR CARTER FROM S/PRS 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: SOPN (VANCE, CYRUS R.) 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE, SATURDAY, 19 FEBRUARY 
NO. 27 

HEREWITH EXCERPTS FROM STUART AUERBACH ARTICLE HEADLINED, 

"PLO: HAPPY' ABOUT HUSSEIN'S TROUBLES" 

BEGIN: BEIRUT, FEBRUARY 18: LEADERS OE PLO SAID HERE 
TODAY THAT THEY HOPED REVELATIONS THAT KING HUSSEIN HAS 
BEEN ON CIA PAYROLL WOULD DERAIL CURRENT ME PEACE EFEORTS. 

A CANVASS OF 5 MAINSTREAM PLO LEADERS IN BEIRUT, INDICATED 
THAT IT IS CONSENSUS OF PALESTINE MOVEMENT'S UMBRELLA 
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ORGANIZATION THAT THEY CAN USE REVELATIONS TO RESIST PRE5- 
SURE TO GO TO PEACE TABLE AS SUBJECTS OF JORDAN. 

A GROUP OF TOP LEBANESE EDITORS KNOWN FOR THEIR INDEPENDENCE 
CONCURRED PRIVATELY THAT INFORMATION HAD PLACED NEW POLI- 
TICAL WEAPONS IN PALESTINIANS' HANDS. 
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PALESTINIANS HAVE BEEN GRUDGINGLY ALT .OWING THEMSELVES TO BE 
PRESSURED BY SYRIA, EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA INTO A RECON- 
CILIATION WITH JORDAN'S HUSSEIN, LONG CONSIDERED ARCH-ENEMY 

OE PALESTINIANS IN ARAB WORLD. 

...’TM VERY HAPPY ABOUT THIS," SAID ONE OE THE PLO LEADERS 
IT'S THE BEST THING THAT'S HAPPENED IN WEEKS. IT WILL 
HELP US. EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS." 

ONLY YESTERDAY, EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT HAD URGED IN TALKS 
WITH SECSTATE VANCE THAT PLO ACCEPT "OEEICIAL AND DECLARED" 
LINKS WITH JORDAN. VANCE IS TOURING REGION IN SEARCH OF 
PEACE FORMULAS. 

CLOSE OBSERVERS OF THE ARAB SCENE SAID THAT REVELATIONS 
ABOUT HUSSEIN COULD DAMAGE AND EMBARASS SYRIAN PRESIDENT 
ASSAD, WHO HAS BEEN DRAWING VERY CLOSE TO JORDANIAN MONARCH 

IT IS SEEN AS INEVITABLE THAT ARAB LEADERS WHO ATTEMPT TO 
COOPERATE WITH THE U.S. WILL BE ACCUSED OF BEING TOOLS OF 
CIA. 

SOME OBSERVERS SAID IT WILL BE HARDER FOR ARAB LEADERS TO 
ACCEPT CARTER'S INVITATION FOR THEM TO VISIT WASHINGTON 
THIS SPRING TO CONFER ON A PEACE SETTLEMENT, WHICH U.S. 

OFFICIALS HAD FELT WAS CLOSER NOW THAN ANY TIME IN PAST 
30 YEARS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 038952 TOSEC 020156 

IN A PART OF THE WORLD WHERE MOST PEOPLE BELIEVE IN PLOTS 
AND CONSPIRACIES, REVELATIONS THAT ONE ARAB LEADER HAS BEEN 
PAID BY CIA MEANS THAT NO ARAB LEADER CAN ESCAPE THAT 
CHARGE. 

...WHILE PLO DECLINED ANY OFFICIAL COMMENT ON STORY, FIVE 
LEADERS OF ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING TWO MEMBERS OF ITS 
RULING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SAID IN INTERVIEWS HERE TODAY 
THAT STORY CONFIRMED WHAT THEY HAVE ALWAYS THOUGHT ABOUT 
JORDANIAN MONARCH. 

...THE PALESTINIANS HAVE AGREED TO ACCEPT A PALESTINIAN 
MINI-STATE ON WEST BANK OF JORDAN RIVER AND IN GAZA STRIP 
AND HAVE ALLOWED ARAB POWERS TO ENLARGE AND STACK PLO 
NATIONAL COUNCIL - ITS PARLIAMENT-IN-EXILE - WITH 
MODERATES. NEXT MONTH COUNCIL IS EXPECTED TO REVISE 
PALESTINE NATIONAL COVENANT SO THAT IT NO LONGER CALLS FOR 
AN END TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL.... 
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